


HOW DOES IT WORK?
By composting, you are creating conditions 
which speed up the natural process of decom-
position. It’s easy because the REAL work is 
done by soil organisms, bacteria, mold, fungi, 
beetles, centipedes, and earthworms, to name 
a few. These “helpers” decompose complex 
organic compounds into simpler substances, 
making a rich, organic soil-like material called 
“humus.”

WHAT DO I DO?
First, you must set up an outside area or “bin” 
for your compost to live. The type of compost 
system you use will depend on how quickly 
you want the material to decompose, how 
much material you can reasonably compost 
and use, and the amount of space and time 
you have. Composting is not difficult once you 
set up and get into the habit. You can simply 
rake your ingredients into a mound. Compost 
bins are not necessary to make good compost, 
but they can help. If compost piles are not 
adequately contained, decomposition will 
not proceed quickly and your pile may invite 
unwanted pests.

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
It’s easy to be green! The Delaware Solid Waste 
Authority has a toll-free Citizens’ Response 
Line operating from 8:00am to 4:30pm, Mon-
day through Friday. If you would like additional 
information or assistance, call 1-800-404-7080. 
If you call after hours, just leave a message and 
a DSWA representative will call you back.

WHAT IS COMPOST?
Compost is a mixture of decaying organic 
matter, such as grass, tree and shrub trim-
mings, and leaves. It is very useful as a 
soil amendment material (instead of peat 
moss) and as a mulch.

WHAT CAN I COMPOST?
You can choose different types of materi-
als from the YES list to use in your compost 
pile. This will provide a good carbon/ni-
trogen mix and allow the compost pile to 
decompose more readily.

COMPOST RECIPE: 
STEP 1
Find a spot with good drainage, 
away from direct sunlight.

STEP 2
Begin with a layer of coarse material (like 
twigs, straw, or leaves).

STEP 3
Add a layer of dry grass clippings and 
leaves mixed with kitchen waste  (like 
egg shells, fruit and vegetable scraps, 
coffee grounds, or tea bags).

STEP 4
Cover with a one-inch layer of soil and 
enough water so the soil is as moist as a 
damp sponge.

Add more materials as they become 
available, taking care not to make any 
one layer of the same type of material 
thicker than six inches. Turn the mixture 
on a regular basis (weekly or bi-weekly) 
to provide air space. You can also poke 
the mixture to create pores. Keep the pile 
moist but not soggy. Your compost pile 
will naturally heat up and decrease in 
volume as the material inside decompos-
es. Once the pile is established, you may 
want to add food scraps in the center 
of the pile, folding the scraps down and 
to the inside. When the material inside 
turns dark brown and crumbly, it is ready 
for use. Remove the material from the 
bottom of the pile. If you wish, screen 
the compost to remove items not totally 
decomposed and place these items back 
into the pile for a second try.
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YES!
from the garden...

mulched leaves
dry grass

tree/shrub trimmings
garden plants

weeds
old potting soil

soft-stemmed plants

from the kitchen...
fruit scraps

vegetable trimmings
egg shells (crushed)

tea bags
coffee grounds

coffee filters

other stuff...
shredded paper

tissues, paper towels
shredded cardboard

paperboard

NO!
meat scraps

bones
fish

dairy products
oils, grease

sauces
plastics
metals
glass
stone

pet waste
kitty litter

diseased plants
weeds gone to seed

painted wood
treated wood

PLEASE NOTE:
Some materials may 
create pest or odor 

problems.
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